




Authenticity shines like a beacon. 
It can’t be manufactured and 
isn’t a commodity for sale.
It carries the potency of truth and the sting of conviction. 
It’s the real deal, and it’s the essence of MCA Nashville 
newcomer Drake White.

When White sings “I’m a fan of beer ice cold, of waving 
at my neighbor when I meet him on the road, kissing on my 
woman in the moonlight. Yeah I’m a fan of the simple life,” it 
sounds like more than just a hit debut single. It sounds 
like the start of a great conversation with a new friend, 
and that’s just the way the Hokes Bluff, Alabama, native 
intends it.  “One of my favorite things to do is share 
music with people,” says White, who has toured with 
Willie Nelson and opened for Eric Church, Kid Rock, 
Alan Jackson, Little Big Town and others. “I hope that my music gives you some kind of 
hope, something bigger than just the music that you can relate to, and it helps you get 
through the day.”

The young singer/songwriter wrote or co-wrote each of the album’s 12 tracks and co-
produced with Jeremy Stover. The songs reverberate with an appreciation for the things that 
mean the most in life as well as an infectious appetite for enjoying a good time and making the 
very most of every moment. It was there that his energetic live show started drawing attention, 
and Stover became one of White’s biggest supporters, bringing Music Row pals out to see his 
show. White began fielding offers and decided to sign with MCA Records. His steady gig at Blue 
Bar influenced his approach to recording his debut album. “I played 37 straight Tuesdays one 
time. It really taught me how to hold an audience,” says White, who named his band The Big 
Fire. “You play your music whether it’s to 10 or 10,000. You play it, and you leave all your guts 
and blood on the stage every single time.”  

Rooted in country and laced with southern swampy soul, Leith Loftin makes music as 
rugged and raw as the rough roads and wrong turns that have taken him through years of 
trial and triumph. His miles are marked with a sound as unique as the life he has lived with 
grooves as deep and dirty as the honky tonks he cut his teeth in and lyrics as true as his Sunday 

morning upbringing. Since his move to Nashville in 2005, the Vaden, 
Mississippi, native has wasted little time becoming one of country 
music’s hottest up and comers.   Having established a firm “take a 
bullet” fan base with his charismatic live performance, down home 
demeanor, and confident country boy swagger, it’s evident that the 
tunesmith’s 200 plus shows a year are bearing fruit. Leith Loftin’s true 
to life, “throw back” sound throws back so far that it’s new again.  
Borrowing from the diverse influences of Hank Jr., Willie Nelson 
and John Anderson and pulling from his musical family, and hard 
childhood chocked full of wrong crowds, and almost right girls, Leith 
Loftin plays Real Life Real Loud!

www.drakewhite.com

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 2014

SPECIAL GUEST

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 2014  |  8:00 PM Tickets $1500  ✣



Thirteen year old Ethan Bortnick 
has moved audiences nationally 
and internationally as a pianist,
composer, singer, entertainer, and a driven humanitarian, 
dedicated to combining his musical pursuits with his charity 
work. At three years of age, the Hollywood, Florida native 
begged his parents for piano lessons and discovered 
an uncanny ability to hear a song once and play it back 
note for note – the musical equivalent of a photographic 
memory.

Ethan has toured the world, connecting with diverse 
audiences in countries such as South Africa, Brazil, Canada and 
Australia. In 2011, he made history as the youngest entertainer 
to headline a show in Las Vegas.  Ethan was recently certified 
by the Guinness World Records as The World’s Youngest Solo 

Musician to Headline His Own Tour.  He has also earned the distinction of being named the youngest 
musician to be endorsed by a premier instrument manufacturer through his Gibson Guitar/Baldwin Piano 
sponsorship.

His deep musical knowledge, broad tastes, and staggering talents make his performances a treat for 
the whole family. Onstage, Ethan performs relaxing jazz, dazzling classical music, raise-the-roof rock n roll, 
and his own memorable originals. He knows hundreds of songs that he can instantly call up to memory. 
Just by looking out at the crowd and gauging their reactions to songs, Ethan can tailor a pleasing and 
enjoyable ‘in-the-moment’ performance. Sets can go from Beethoven to the Beatles to Bieber. It’s all 
a natural flow for Ethan, and he’s always relaxed before performances. “I don’t get nervous before 
a concert,” he says. “I usually play video games and as soon as they say Ladies and Gentlemen Please 
Welcome...I give the video game to my dad and run onstage.” 

In December (2013), Ethan returned to Public Television with his second concert special “Ethan 
Bortnick Live in Concert: The Power of Music” – Recorded recently at a concert in front of over 2,000 fans, 
The Power of Music is a follow-up to Ethan’s successful 2010 PBS concert special.  His special guests in the 
program are Damian McGinty of Glee and Celtic Thunder, and Grammy nominated vocalist Jane Monheit.  
For Ethan, the most fulfilling aspect of success is bringing people joy. He says: “As long as the audience 
is enjoying the music, having fun, smiling, and dancing, I’m happy and I love it!”

Damian McGinty will join Ethan on stage during the September 21st performance in Riceland 
Auditorium. Damian is 21 years old and comes from Derry in Northern Ireland. He has been singing 
and performing for over a decade and won his first music competition when he was six. His musical 
influences are big band and swing classic artists such as Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra. Damian is also a 
huge Michael Buble fan. Damian’s public profile was significantly boosted in 2006 when he won a singing 
competition and was invited to make appearances at various concerts in Northern Ireland including the 
Millennium Forum for Derry City football team. The following year a CD he recorded for Charity was 
passed along to Celtic Thunder Producer Sharon Browne and Music Director Phil Coulter, and they invited 
him to audition for their new show. Damian’s excitement and enthusiasm for performing is infectious, and 
after seeing him audition he was immediately cast in the role of the teenager or boy wonder.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2014  |  3:00 PMTickets $3000/$2000  ✣

Sunday, September 21, 2014



Years from now when they’re talking about the great 
personalities in country music...Jimmie Rodgers, Hank Williams, 
Johnny Cash, Bill Monroe… they’ll mention Marty Stuart.
He’ll be among those personalities because he’s never been afraid to follow his vision . . . to stretch 
the boundaries of country music . . . to make big statements about music and society.  To let into 
his sound gospel, soul, rock and roll. And when country music strays too far from the heartbeat, 
he’s been there to snap it back. 

Virtually everything he’s done from the 
halcyon “no hats” days of the 1990s until this 
day has paid tribute to the masters: Hank, 
Mother Maybelle, Cash, and Merle.  Marty went 
solo after working for Lester Flatt and Johnny 
Cash and dragged country music into the 
1990s clinging to the tassels of Lefty Frizzell and 
hollering like James Brown.

Along the way, he got a Golden Globe 
nomination for scoring Billy Bob Thornton’s 
All the Pretty Horses, collected five Grammys, 
married the beautiful country music legend Connie Smith, joined the Grand Ole Opry, brought 
together his Fabulous Superlatives, Kenny Vaughan on guitar, Harry Stinson on drums, Paul Martin 
on bass, unveiled the Marty Stuart Show on RFD TV and took the last photograph of Johnny Cash.”  
He’s a songwriter, performer unsurpassed, outlaw, student, teacher, star-spangled instrumentalist, 
photographer, philosopher, historian, writer of prose, jumpin’ jack flash, master. 

The Orchestra is in its 49th season 
and is one of Arkansas’ most
dynamic performing symphonic organizations.  This 
year’s performance Holiday Extravaganza will once 
again feature traditional and pops Christmas tunes 
– we encourage families and music students across 
the region to mark your calendar for this festive, 
annual event.

•
This performance is made possible by Vision 

Sponsor - Coker Hampton Drug Co. & Gift Shop 
of Stuttgart and in cooperation with the support 
by the Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the 

Department of Arkansas Heritage, and the  
National Endowment for the Arts.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014  |  8:00 PM

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2014  |  8:00 PM

Tickets $3000/$2000  ✣

Tickets $3000/$2000  ✣

Friday, November 7, 2014Friday, November 7, 2014

MARTY STUART
 HIS FABULOUS SUPERLATIVES&

Holiday Extravaganza



National Players, America’s longest-running touring 
company, will perform To Kill a Mockingbird,
a story of a sleepy, southern town which confronts difference and justice through the eyes of 
six-year old Scout. In the heroics of her father, the struggles of her friends and neighbors, and 

the threat of a boogeyman, Scout lives through 
the joys of childhood innocence and the pains of 
growing up.  Based on Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel, National Players is proud to stage 
this tale for the first time in its 65-year history.

•
This performance is sponsored by  
Phillips Community College of the  

University of Arkansas.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2015  |  7:00 PMTickets $3000/$2000  ✣

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2015  |  8:00 PMTickets $3000/$2000  ✣

America’s Got Talent 
finalist Cirque Zuma 
Zuma, known as the 
“ultimate African circus,”
brings a show filled with non-stop action 
and African culture including dance, 
acrobats, tumbling and music. Cirque Zuma 
Zuma features disciplined performers who 
are trained Kenya and Tanzania.

Many describe it as an African-style 
Cirque du Soleil; such is the standard of the 
performers and the quality of the show. The 
performance showcases an array of never 
before seen talents mixed with some of the 
best skills associated with African variety 
arts.

Cirque Zuma Zuma combines the 
mysticism of Africa with the excitement of 
a theatrical cirque performance. With live 
music and percussionists, the talented cast 
performs an action-packed show of pole 
and aerial acts, Egyptian limbo dances, South African gumboot dances, Gabonese tumbling and 
South African contortionist features which will keep the audience breathless.

Saturday, February 14, 2015

Tuesday, February 10, 2015



“Goin’ courting” has never been as 
much fun as in this rip-roaring
stage version of the popular MGM movie. Set in 
Oregon in 1850, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers 
tells the story of Milly, a young bride living in the 
1850s Oregon wilderness. Her plan to civilize and 
marry off her six rowdy brothers-in-law to ensure 
the success of her own marriage backfires when the 
brothers, in their enthusiasm, kidnap six women from 
a neighboring town to be their brides.

What makes Yesterday and Today 
different from every other Beatles
show out there?  Two things:  1. No wigs, no 
accents.  Creator Billy McGuigan says, “Once you 
take those elements away, you get down to this 
most important part, the magical music.”

2. The requests.  The band plays the entire Beatles 
catalogue note for note.  The audience is encouraged 
to fill out a request form with their favorite Beatles song 
and reason why they chose the song.  Those requests 
are organized 5 minutes before show time.  The 
audience’s requests make the set list for the evening 
and their stories provide the evening’s narrative.

Stars of Yesterday and Today, Billy, Ryan and 
Matthew McGuigan, originally from Largo, Florida, 
were just 21, 18, and 15 years old in 1996 when 
their father, William McGuigan, passed away, after a 
courageous battle with Leukemia. Bill owned every 

Beatles album there was… even the obscure ones. However, the McGuigans were quite poor. So, 
rather than going out to entertain the young ones, Bill stayed home with them and shared his love of 
the Beatles catalogue with his boys. Little did any of them know, it would turn out to be one of the 
greatest gifts a father could pass on to his children.

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2015  |  8:00 PM

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2015  |  7:30 PM

Tickets $3000/$2000  ✣

Tickets $3000/$2000  ✣

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2015

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2015



S P E C I A L    

Dueling Pianos Unlimited
A Fundraising Event to benefit The Great River Promise Scholarship

Christmas Spectacular 2014
Local talent plus holiday magic equals one great afternoon.

You name the song, they play it!   Join us at the Grand Prairie Center as we raise funds for 
The Great River Promise Scholarship, providing educational opportunities for students through the 
Phillips Community College Foundation.  Salons A & B will be set up in the round, so you can sit at 
tables with friends, mingle, sing-a-long and dance while enjoying adult beverages and snacks!

Dance students from across the Grand Prairie showcase their holiday 
best as Krista Keller, owner of CenterStage Dance and Cheer, puts her 
dancers CENTER STAGE in the Riceland Auditorium.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2014  |  8:00 - 11:00 PM Tickets $2500  
(incl. 2 Drink Tickets & Snacks)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2014  |  3:00 PM Tickets $1000  

Jazz Ambassadors
The United States Army Field Band

The Jazz Ambassadors is the official touring big band of the United States Army playing 
everything from the big band sounds of the 1940s to the contemporary hits of today.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2014  |  7:00 PM FREE ADMISSION
(Ticket required)

The Big Shootout:
The Life and Times of 1969

Mike Looney recently completed co-directing and co-
producing the acclaimed documentary film, The Big Shootout: 
The Life and Times of 1969.  The Big Shoot Out’s highly anticipated 
world debut came on April 13, 2013 to a sold-out house at the 
historic Texas Theatre in Dallas as part of the Dallas International 
Film Festival.  The showing of scenes of the Arkansas Razorbacks 
vs. Texas Longhorns along with commentary was shown as the 
Game of the Century during the Hot Springs Documentary Film Festival’s advance screening at 
the Clinton Presidential Library on September 5, 2013.  This will be the second showing of the 
documentary film in Arkansas, The Natural State in Riceland Auditorium.  The ticketed-event will 

also include a complimentary DVD of the documentary as a memento of the evening. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2014  |  7:00 PM Tickets $2500  ✣

THE BIG
SHOOTOUT

“The Game of the Century”
DECEMBER 6, 1969

ARKANAS RAZORBACKS TEXAS LONGHORNS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2014

 

 



 E V E N T S
VIP Party (Very Important Persons Needed)

Children’s Theatre on Tour in Riceland Auditorium
Funded by Arkansas Arts Council and Stuttgart Rotary Club

The Little Mermaid
Hold your breath and dive into this tale of dazzling undersea beauty!  The Little Mermaid, 

youngest daughter of the Sea King, is a quiet child.  Unlike her older sisters who are content to 
frolic in the ocean depths, she dreams of something more than life beneath the waves-a shipwreck 
and a handsome human prince just may change her world forever.  Join the Little Mermaid as she 
dances and swims throughout this adventure of longing, sacrifice and love.

Pinocchio
Once upon a time there was a block of wood.  By luck, this piece of lumber found its way 

into the skilled hands of a woodcarver named Geppetto and the world’s most famous marionette 
was born.  Journey with the little puppet as he runs away to discover the world.  Meet strange 
creatures and share Geppetto’s delight as Pinocchio learns an important lesson as plain as the 
nose on his face-no lie!  

Chicken Little and The Little Red Hen
Stay calm and keep a level head!  Set your goals and work hard!  These two folktales are 

chock-full of chicken wisdom and important life lessons, but it is the theme of friendship that pulls 
them together.  Henny Penny, Little Red, Ducky Lucky, Goosey Loosey and even Foxy Lady learn 
important lessons about friendship as they strive to deal with some of the most important issues in 
life-staying fed and avoiding apocalyptic bombardment!  

All performances begin at 9:30 a.m. and area public and parochial schools, and daycares are invited to 
participate in this educational series sponsored by Stuttgart Rotary Club, Arkansas Arts Center and  

the Arkansas Arts Council.  Home school organizations are welcome to bring students,  
but reservations have to be made in advance. 

The Phillips Community College Foundation invites you to a VIP event in Salon B of the 
Grand Prairie Center to support the GPC’s Performance Series.  Funds raised will assist with 
artist’s fees and expenses.  Help us continue to bring quality shows and events to the Grand 
Prairie Center with an evening of fun beginning with the VIP Party and continuing to the 
Arkansas Symphony Performance immediately following.

Arkansas Symphony tickets not included in price of VIP Party - purchased separately

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014  |  6:00 PM Tickets $7500  



Admission Options
SEASON PASSES  are available until  August 
16, 2014, at 20% off the ticket price if purchased 
individually.  Get the same and preferred seating to 
all shows ahead of individual ticket buyers.

PICK THREE FALL or PICK THREE SPRING: New 
this year 2014-2015 available July 1, 2014 - get the 
same and preferred seating in the package!  Choose 
any three of the five shows in the lineup for a 10% 
discount in either Fall or Spring.  Pick Three Fall 
Package deadline is August 16, 2014.  Pick Three 
Spring Package deadline is February 10, 2015.

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS are available July 1, 2014 
at the box office, website or via phone.  Only paid 
tickets can be held or reserved.  Pick up tickets at the 
box office or print them from your home computer.

HANDICAPPED ACCESS A special sound system 
and seating for persons with disabilities are available.  
Please advise the box office of any special needs at 
the time of ticket purchase.

✣Published ticket prices EXCLUDE additional 

convenience fees. 

GROUPS of ten or more will receive discounts 
(subject to availability).  Contact the box office for 
more information.  To purchase a season pass or 
single ticket, call 870.673.4201,  
Ext. 1895, visit our box office or log on to  
www.pccua.edu/GPC to buy tickets.

All sales are final. Tickets are non-refundable and 
cannot be exchanged. 

This schedule reflects the latest and most accurate  
information available at the time of the publication printing.   

Artists, show times and dates are subject to change.

Box Office Hours
Open Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and two hours before show time on the day 
of the show.  Summer hours are Monday through 
Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., May 19, 2014 
through August 15, 2014. 

Closing out the 2014-2015 
Performance, you’ll get a 
chance to rock out with
“The Remedy” on May 30th.  Most important 
to The Remedy is the message they hope to 
tell through their music.  Each member has a 
strong faith and a story to tell of the powerful 
things the Lord can do.  And it will be done 
with real, raw, rock and roll.  No backing 
tracks, no auto tune, all live.  That’s how the 
Remedy rolls!

SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2015

SAT, MAY 30, 2015  |  7 PM Tickets $1500 ✣

House Courtesy 
■	 Lobby doors open about 30 minutes before 

curtain time. Latecomers will be seated only 
at an appropriate interval in the program.

■	 Mobile phones and pagers must be turned 
off during performances. These devices 
interfere with our sound system, even in 
“silent mode.”

■	 Audio/video equipment and flash photos are 
prohibited.

■	 PCCUA-GPC is a smoke free environment.

■	 We ask parents to bring infants and very 
young children ONLY to performances that 
are specifically designed for children. All 
children, regardless of age, must be ticketed.

Grand Prairie Center is owned & operated by
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