
 
 

Course Name: College Algebra    INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Course Number: MS-123    Instructor: Alida Gookin 
ACTS COURSE: MATH 1103 (transferrable)   Office Location: Faculty Row C-108 
Academic Year: Fall 2018    Office Phone: (870) 338-6474, ext. 1308 
Meeting Time: MW 9:30-10:50 am, TTh 12:30-1:50 pm            Call or text: _____________________ 
                         TuTh 11:00-12:20    E-mail: agookin@pccua.edu 
Meeting Place: C-103    Office Hours:  posted on PCCUA website 
Prerequisites: MS-1123 or 19+ on ACT                         search “Gookin”     
Required Lab: Online work                posted on MyMathLab 
Credit Hours: 3               Clock Hours: 3                posted at office door 
Revision Date: Aug. 16, 2018 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Study of functions including, but not limited to, absolute value, quadratic, polynomial, rational, logarithmic, and 
exponential; systems of equations; and matrices. It is strongly recommended that the student should have completed 
Intermediate Algebra, or the equivalent, with a “C” or better. 
 
TEXT AND REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Textbook:  Guided Notebook for College Algebra, 4th Edition w/MyMathLab Access code, by Kirk Trigsted 
Required Materials: TI-84 calculator, pencils, textbook/access code, notebook paper, and a three-ring binder. 
 
EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The student will demonstrate: 

• The ability to perform and solve basic function operations and algebraic problems using appropriate vocabulary. 
• Critical thinking to formulate decisions and problem-solving based on reasoning and analysis. 
• The appropriate use of technology to supplement and enhance conceptual understanding, visualization, and 

inquiry. 
• The ability to synthesize information from a variety of sources to solve problems and interpret results. 

 
The student will demonstrate a basic understanding of functions including: 

• Absolute Value 
• Quadratic 
• Polynomial 
• Rational 
• Logarithmic 
• Exponential 
• Graphing inequalities and quadratic inequalities 

 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the application the following topics: 

• Systems of Equations 
• Matrices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS OR OBJECTIVES 

1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the composition and properties of the Real Number System. 
2. Students will demonstrate knowledge and a basic understanding of polynomial functions (linear, quadratic, and 

others) by being able to perform various operations which include addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 
composition, solutions of equations, and graphing of these functions. 

3. Students will use critical thinking to formulate decisions and problem-solving based on reasoning and analysis. 
4. Students will be able to synthesize information from a variety of sources to solve problems and interpret results. 
5. Students will demonstrate knowledge and a basic understanding, as well as techniques to solve equations of non-

polynomial functions, which include exponential, radical, absolute value, rational, and logarithmic. 
6. Students will be able to formulate and solve basic real-world problems whose models are non-polynomial. 
7. Students will be able to solve linear, quadratic, other polynomial form, rational, radical, and absolute value 

inequalities. 
8. Students will demonstrate knowledge and a basic understanding of the Cartesian coordinate system, and will be 

able to identify families of graphs which includes linear, quadratic, cubic, even- and odd-degreed polynomials, 
rational, exponential, and logarithmic. 

9. Students will be able to solve systems of equations by several methods, including substitution, elimination, and 
determinants and matrices. 

10. Students will be familiar with the set of Complex Numbers, their properties and operations. 
11. Students will be able to recognize arithmetic and geometric series; to be able to find means between two given 

terms; to find sums and the terms of a sequence. 
 
PCCUA CORE COMPETENCIES 
The five core competencies (STACC) are incorporated within the context of the subject being taught. The 
competencies address skills the College has committed to developing in all students. 

1. Social and Civic Responsibility – Demonstrates adherence to legal/ethical standards established by society. 
2. Technology Utilization – Uses tools of the trade to achieve a specific outcome. 
3. Analytical and Critical Thinking – Displays reasoning including analyzing data, evaluating alternatives, setting 

priorities, and predicting outcomes. 
4. Communication – Engages in the interactive process through which there is an exchange of verbal and/or non-

verbal information. 
5. Cultural Awareness – Acknowledges that society is diverse with groups of individuals possessing differing 

beliefs, values, attitudes, and customs that are shared from one generation to the next. 
 
GRADING POLICY 
 
Quizzes (20%): Quizzes will be given regularly, both announced and unannounced. They will cover any material covered 
in the previous day’s lesson or homework in MyMathLab. Generally, quizzes are given in the first 10 or 15 minutes of the 
class period. The lowest three (3) quiz grades will be dropped at the end of the semester. Tardies and early-outs will not 
be excused, and no quiz can be made up if missed. 
 
Homework (20%): Homework will be completed using MyMathLab software, and will be assigned for each section of 
material covered in class. You should work these problems out on your notebook paper, numbered, and have them in your 
notebook. Homework assignments not completed by the due date will be penalized twenty percent until the date of the test 
over that material, at which point undone homework assignments will be given a grade of zero (0). No homework grades 
will be dropped. 
 
Notebook (10%): Notebooks will be checked during the Final Exam. The notebook should show all written work done 
when doing online homework, as well as notes taken in class or from online videos you may watch. Each page of the 
notebook should have the section number from the book that you are doing homework for or taking notes on. 
Notebooks should be brought to class every day because periodic notebook checks will be made.  
 
Tests (30%): Tests will be given throughout the course of the semester. The lowest test grade will be dropped at the end 
of the semester. No make-up tests are allowed, however, students who know they will be absent on a test day may 
make arrangements to take the test before the test date. 
 



Final Exam (20%): The Final Exam will be comprehensive. On this exam, as well as on all tests, work must be shown in 
order to receive credit for the problems worked. 
 
GRADING SCALE 
A – 90-100% 
B – 80-89% 
C – 70-79% 
D – 60-69% 
F – below 60% 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Attendance and punctuality must be a high priority of any math student. Please inform the instructor if you know ahead of 
time about when you will be absent. Also, send an e-mail to your instructor when you are absent to let them know you are 
still “with it” as far as your interest, efforts, and motivation to succeed are concerned. Any tardy or early-out will count as 
a half-absence. If you come in late or must leave early, you need to let your instructor know. If you need to leave class for 
an emergency reason, you do not have to ask to be excused, but leave and try to be back within five minutes. You are 
considered excessively absent if you miss class two (2) times. If you miss class three consecutive times, you must 
bring a doctor’s excuse to be readmitted to the class. If you miss class more than four (4) times, consecutive or not, 
you will be dropped from the class. Also, if you miss class three times within the first three weeks of the semester 
without a doctor’s excuse, you will be dropped from the class. You will also be dropped if you are not enrolled in 
MyMathLab online homework. 
 
PARTICIPATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
You will be expected to pay attention, ask and answer questions, and sometimes help other students in the classroom 
during group activities. Always come to class prepared, having studied over the previous day’s material and done your 
online homework. Always bring your notebook, pencils, and your calculator to class. Electronic devices, such as cell 
phones, tablets, laptops, etc., are not permitted in class and must be turned off and remain OUT OF SIGHT. Students are 
not to bring food or drink into the classroom, with the exception of bottled water. Children are not permitted in the 
classroom. Students must be respectful of the instructor as well as classroom peers. 
 
If you need extra help in math, Mr. Sellers in the STAR lab (C-202) is available for helping math students, and there will 
also be tutors in the STEM lab. Also, feel free to stop by my office during office hours if you have questions or need 
additional help. There is also a great deal of study aids included in your MyMathLab course, such as videos, PowerPoint 
presentations, etc., and your homework has aids built in as well like “View an Example” and Show Me How to Work 
This”. 
 
SUPPORT FOR LEARNING 
Students will be assessed for learning outcomes by the fourth week of classes, by both daily quizzes and the first unit test 
in the course. In this class, students who are not where they should be in the class by the fourth week will be given several 
options (STAR lab or STEM lab tutoring, extra practice assignments) to assist with learning course material, as mentioned 
above. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 
Cheating on quizzes or tests, or any other forms of academic dishonesty is prohibited. The penalty for academic 
dishonesty in this course is a zero (0) for the assignment with notification of the infraction to the Dean of Instruction. A 
second instance of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the course and may also result in disciplinary 
sanctions including probation or suspension from the college. 
Plagiarism on papers or projects submitted for credit is prohibited. Plagiarism can be defined as unintentionally or 
deliberately using another person’s writing or ideas as though they are one’s own. Another person includes other students. 
Tutors should also see that you are actually doing your own work when you hand it in or put it in your notebook. 
Plagiarism in math is often done by copying someone else’s math work or by having someone (or some math website) do 
online work for you. 
 
 
 
 



CAMPUS SUPPORT SERVICES 
Phillips Community College of the University of Arkansas provides student support services that assist students in 
achieving their educational objectives/ Those services include advising, financial aid, counseling and guidance, and safety 
and security.  
 
 
ADA POLICY 
Scott Post is the Vice Chancellor for Student Services and serves as the ADA Compliance Officer. If you have a 
disability, please contact the Student Disabilities Coordinator for your campus.   
DeWitt-Phyllis Fullerton (870) 946-3506 ext. 1610 
Helena-George White (870) 338-6474 ext. 1135 
Stuttgart-Terry Simpson (870) 673-4201 ext. 1809 
The process of student referral under the Americans with Disabilities Act can be found in the Student Handbook. 
 
FERPA POLICY 
Phillips Community College of the University of Arkansas complies with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) of 1974. A student has the right to inspect and review all of his/her records that meet the definition of 
educational records. No third party has the right to review student records without that student’s written consent. 
 
INSURANCE 
Phillips Community College of the University of Arkansas does not provide insurance for its students. The college does 
encourage each student to secure his/her own insurance, and for that reason, the college has contracted United Healthcare 
Student Resources. Forms for this insurance are available in the Registrar’s office. 
 
ACTS 
The Arkansas Course Transfer System (ACTS) contains information about the transferability of courses within Arkansas 
Public Colleges and Universities. Students are guaranteed the transfer of applicable credits and the equitable treatment in 
the application of credits for the admission and degree requirements. Course transferability is not guaranteed for courses 
listed in ACTS as “No Comparable Course.” Additional, courses with a grade of “D” frequently do not transfer and 
institutional policies may vary. ACTS may be accessed on the internet by going to the ADHE website and selecting 
Course Transfer: http://acts.adhe.edu/studenttransfer.aspx  
 
 
This syllabus and the policies, guidelines, and dates included are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 

http://acts.adhe.edu/studenttransfer.aspx

