
Covid Committee Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Rhonda St. Columbia provided a Covid Status update. The rates are very high and climbing. She 
reviewed the protocols and emphasized the importance of contacting her. Everyone, including all 
employees and students should contact her about all things COVID (positive or waiting COVID 
results, etc.). She stressed the need to keep people safe and ensure that everyone abide by the 
same protocols. 

She said she can be reached via Rhonda@pccua.edu or 870-338-6474, ext. 1130.  This number is 
good for anytime and connects with her cell.  

Dr. King reviewed the college protocols which include the following actions.  

Self screen before coming to work. 

Stay home if you have any symptoms and get tested to make sure you do or don’t have the  
      virus. 

Everyone must wear a mask. 

Socially distance.  Do the best you can in the classrooms and work spaces. 

Wash or sanitize hands frequently. 

Sanitize your work space.  

Dr. King asked all faculty to prepare for remote instruction. Additionally, faculty were asked to 
spend the first couple of days in class next week reviewing what to do if there is a switch to 
remote delivery.  

The Committee came up with several concerns and issues which needed to be addressed with both 
faculty and students. These are listed.  

1. A student that does not show up in class the first or second day may have Covid.  Try to 
contact that student via email and by phone if possible.   

2. Books may be an issue for some students. If a student is sick or quarantined with Covid 
and unable to get to campus that student may need help getting those books. We are 
asking advisors to get that information and we will try to make sure that arrangements 
can be made for student to get books. Kim Kirby, Dr. Johnson, and Dr. King have agreed 
to assist with this if a solution can’t be reached. 

3. Books may be unavailable in the bookstore because of shipping delays.  Make sure you 
check to see if your books are in the bookstore.  

4. Laptops may be an issue for some students. If a computer is needed the instructor can 
send a request to Lee Williams. If there are issues with getting the computer or hotspot 
because the student is out with Covid contact the student’s advisor.  

5. We may have to move to remote learning. Next Tuesday and Wednesday, January 18 & 
19, 2022 spend time making sure students know what to do if they have to move to 
distance/remote learning. Remember, all instructors don’t use BlackBoard, many used 
GroupMe and other forms of communication which is fine. 
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6. We have ordered KN95 masks for faculty. Linda Miller has mask packets available for 
Helena campus instructors, they just need to drop by and to get these. Kim Kirby will 
have extra masks at the front desk near the entrance on both Arkansas County campuses.  

7. If you teach a compressed class and are out with Covid, make sure that you arrange for 
all students to have Zoom or other access. 

8. We may close one campus and not another depending on the location of an outbreak. We 
have done this before when we have had serious storms and damage. Watch for notice of 
this kind of closure.  

9. We need your help enforcing the mask protocol and social distancing. Please be sure 
to do this in your classes. 

 

Questions about academics and student support should be directed to Kim Kirby in Arkansas 
County kkirby@pccua.edu   
Dr. Deborah King  dking@pccua.edu or Dr. Kimberley Johnson kjohnson@pccua.edu  if you are 
in Phillips County. Any questions about Covid should be directed to Rhonda St. Columbia 
rhonda@pccua.edu 

The committee emphasized that faculty be asked to be patient, flexible, and understanding of 
student needs at this time. They also wanted to convey that because Omicron is so contagious 
that we need help from all employees to ensure students wear masks and socially distance (#9).  
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