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Minutes 

The meeting began with a Covid update provided by Rhonda St. Columbia.  She indicated that 

cases were down and that people should continue to follow the tracing protocols. She also 

mentioned that her weekly meetings with the Covid Committee had been reduced.  Dr. King 

shared that a couple of faculty members were concerned about students misunderstanding what it 

means to quarantine. Some students who were supposed to be quarantined had not been staying 

home but were not attending classes online of via Zoom.  It was believed that this should be 

explained by instructors when students contacted them. Mrs. St. Columbia reminded the group 

that it was a student’s responsibility to contact faculty about absences related to Covid not hers.  

 

A review of Covid policies and an article which appeared in the Chronicle for Higher Education 

was shared by Dr. King.  

 https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/10/14/live- updates-latest-news-covid-

19-and-higher-education 

 

There was a brief discussion about what the pandemic had exposed. These included law suits, 

more hunger, fewer workers to meet the industry need, some layoffs related to jobs which were 

no longer available. Almost all economies at the local, state, national, and international level 

have been impacted by the pandemic.  Dr. King reminded the group that Covid’s toll on 

enrollment will impact completion rates 

Based on the PCCUA Fall enrollment of 2020, we will probably see a decline in the number of 

associate degree graduates in the Spring 2022 and 2023.  

 

The group discussed PCCUA’s vulnerabilities related to the pandemic.  Digital inequity has had 

a big impact on student enrollment and success. Fortunately, Lee Williams was proactive in 

acquiring computers and access codes for student use. However, the problem is much greater 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/10/14/live-


than having a computer and access because many students still lack computer navigations skills.  

The enrollment vulnerability has been significant. Even though PCCUA is experiencing an 

enrollment increase, unlike many colleges and universities in Arkansas, Blake Cannon shared 

that some of that increase is due to the concurrent students returning to school. The group also 

discussed that student delivery has changed and most faculty use some form of digital delivery in 

the instructional process. The general belief is that online instruction has improved, gained a 

momentum of its own, and PCCUA enrollment numbers show a continued enrollment increase 

for online course delivery.  

 

The change in enrollment practices reflected in the creation of the “WC” grade and a different 

perspective by faculty because of the pandemic was discussed.  Most members felt that if a 

student was ill or showed any signs of being ill, they needed to remain at home.  

The group had decided that Covid meetings would be held twice a semester based on a survey 

provided to members last late spring. Therefore, there will not be a meeting until late November 

or early December unless one is needed.  


