
Studying Together Online 
Working with other students is an effective way to master challenging course material. This guide will 
help you work together online. 

Steps to setting up a remote/online study group 

1. Find other students to study with. 
• You may prefer to study with your friends, but it turns out people often learn best when 

they study with people who think differently than they do. Be open to studying with people 
you might not otherwise hang out with. 

• Make sure that group members have studied prior to joining the group. 
• Larger groups are hard to manage online, so keep your group to fewer than 5 people. 

2. Decide how often you want to meet (once or twice a week is ideal) and find a time that works for 
everyone in your group. 

3. If you change your mind about studying with other people don’t be a ghost! Let the students 
you’ve been in contact with know that your plans have changed so they can move forward 
planning without you. 

4. Decide how you want to meet—on Zoom or another platform. Make sure you whatever you 
choose allows screensharing and shared annotating, this will be key to working effectively 
together online. 

For your first meeting: 

Establish group expectations/ground rules. For healthy group dynamics it is essential that you agree 
ahead of time on these issues before they come up: hosting duties, phone use during meetings, 
prioritizing agenda topics, equal participation/sharing airspace, treating each other respectfully, 
communication preferences and plans, and whatever other topics your group members identify as 
important. Unless your internet cannot support using your camera, we strongly encourage your group to 
agree to meet with cameras on to foster a sense of connection and accountability with each other. 

It’s especially important to agree ahead of time on what you will be doing together in study group, 
within your course’s expectations for group work. Will you be doing homework, making study guides, 
reviewing confusing topics? Tip: reviewing all the lecture slides together is not a good use of everyone’s 
time. Reviewing specific confusing slides is a good use of time. 

Consider rotating roles within your study group so that no one gets burned out. Some roles that are 
good to rotate include: 

• hosting (setting up the online meeting space and inviting others to it) 
• facilitating (leads the meeting, makes sure everyone gets to contribute) 
• timekeeping 
• info gathering (goes to TA or professor office hours or tutoring to clarify questions the group 

was not able to answer) 

 



Sample Agenda for a study group  

• Roll Call to make sure that everyone is connected 
• Reminder of this week’s roles  
• Group members list which topics/problems they would like to work on, facilitator leads vote to 

decide how to prioritize (5 minutes) 
• Get to work! Read, Ask questions, identify significance, paraphrase, how can information be 

applied in different situation, provide multiple practice runs, etc.  
• 60 minutes is a good time frame for a study group.  
• Wrap up: what are your plans for next time? (5 minutes) 
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